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Economic fluctuations have dramatically accelerated since the 
2008/2009 crisis. Business cycles have shortened, and the amplitudes 
of the ups and downs have widened. The risk of a Euro-zone breakup 
weighs heavily on the world economy.

Nevertheless, leading European companies are well prepared to face 
the challenges and to embrace the opportunities of rapidly changing 
markets. Their focus is on boosting competitiveness, improving cash 
flow and driving innovations.

This is exactly where procurement plays a key role: CPOs have 
to align corporate strategies, strengthen the balance sheets and 
support innovation and growth in close cooperation with their 
supply chain partners. To make this happen, CPOs need to 
master the volatility of the commodity markets, strengthen 
their supply chains and enhance procurement capabilities 
as well as empower the procurement organization.

by attending EPE 2012 you will gain :

•  First-hand intelligence on the economic 
and political framework

•  Powerful strategies for optimizing costs, 
mitigating risks and boosting innovations

•  Thought-provoking concepts to enhance 
both the role and infl uence of your organization

EPE 2012 will enable you to make bold 
transformations in your role and strategies



Geoffroy de Buchet is Chief Financial Officer of BuyIn, the Procurement Joint Venture of Deutsche Telekom and 
France Télécom. Prior to this, in his function as VP Controlling for the “New Growth” business division at France 
Télécom, he was responsible for the Content, Digital Advertising and e-Health activities worldwide. Geoffroy 
de Buchet started his professional career in Sydney (Australia), where he worked for a French bank in the 
commercial department. Back in France, he joined the Walt Disney Company as a financial analyst, where he was 
involved in the European theme park and resort opening close to Paris. Early 1994, he joined the France Telecom 
Group, where he held several financial positions successively within the mobile business controlling in France 
and as Chief Financial Officer of Transpac SA, a French leader in B2B data network services.

Dr. Thomas Hueck is Chief Economist of Robert Bosch GmbH. He started working for Bosch in April 2005 as an 
Economist. Between 2008 and 2010 he moved to China, being responsible for business development there. 
Thomas Hueck joined Bosch from HypoVereinsbank. Prior to this assignment he worked as an Economist at 
Deutsche Bundesbank, Frankfurt.

KEy NOtEs
Geoffroy de buchet
Chief Financial Officer 
buyIn – The Procurement Joint Venture of Deutsche Telekom and France Télécom, 
Belgium / France / Germany

Dr. Thomas Hueck
Chief Economist
Robert bosch GmbH, Germany



James Kynge is Editor of China Confidential, a specialist research service at the Financial Times that focuses 
on the Chinese economy, providing exclusive analysis and predictions. He has spent 16 of the last 28 years 
living in China, first as a Reuters reporter in the 1980s, then as the FT Bureau Chief in Beijing for seven 
years until 2005, and subsequently as an executive heading up the Pearson Group of companies’ operations 
in the PRC. During this time, he was also President of FTChinese.com and FT Rui Magazine. In his award-
winning book »China Shakes the World: The Rise of a Hungry Nation« (published in 2006 and translated 
into 19 languages) James Kynge explains how the evolution of China has revolutionized global markets and 
assesses the impact of this revolution.

Dr. Volker Pyrtek, took over as CPO and CEO of BuyIn, the Procurement Joint Venture of Deutsche Telekom 
and France Télécom, on October 1, 2011. Volker Pyrtek joined Deutsche Telekom AG as Head of Procurement 
T-Mobile International on October 1, 2002. From 2007 to 2011, he held the role of CPO of Deutsche Telekom. 
He began his professional career in 1988 as Head of Controlling at Bayer AG’s Central Engineering Division 
in Leverkusen, Germany. From 1991 until 1997, he held several key purchasing and logistics positions and 
became Chief of Staff at Bayer AG’s Central Service Division “Materials Management and Services”. In 1997, 
he was appointed Speaker of the Board of the broker company Spütz AG, Düsseldorf, and CFO of Tullet&Spütz, 
London. In 1999, Volker Pyrtek co-founded the e-procurement market place Goodex AG, Hamburg, where he 
was CFO and General Manager Central Europe.
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James Kynge
Editor China Confidential
The Financial Times Ltd., United Kingdom

Dr. Volker Pyrtek
Chief Procurement Officer and Chief Executive Officer BuyIn
buyIn – The Procurement Joint Venture of Deutsche Telekom and France Télécom,
Belgium / France / Germany



Moderator and Director Programme Committee 
Professor Dr. Robert Fieten
Member of the Board, BME e.V., Germany

08.00	 Check-in and reception with tea and coffee

	 OPENING PLENARY
09.30	 EPE 2012: Opening address
	� Dr. Jürgen Marquard, Corporate Sector Purchasing and Logistics, Supply 

Chain Academy, Robert Bosch GmbH and President, BME e.V., Germany

09.45	 In which shape is the world economy?  
	 – Opportunities and threats for the real economy
	 Dr. Thomas Hueck Chief Economist, Robert Bosch GmbH, Germany

10.45	� BuyIn – The Procurement Joint Venture of Deutsche Telekom 
and France Télécom: Experiences and insights

	� Dr. Volker Pyrtek, Chief Procurement Officer and Chief Executive Officer BuyIn

	� Geoffrey de Buchet, Chief Financial Officer 
BuyIn – The Procurement Joint Venture of Deutsche Telekom and France Télécom, 
Belgium / France / Germany

11.45	 Coffee and networking break
 
12.30	 PARALLEL Round Tables  
    RT 1	 �How to optimize the logistics costs 

of international supply chains 
 	� Thomas Hüttemann, Managing Director, Panopa Logistik GmbH,  

a Subsidiary of IMPERIAL Logistics International, Germany 

    RT 2	 �Leveraging complementary supply chain finance services:  
Benefits for procurement organizations 

	 �Alexander Mutter, Director, Head of Trade & Cash Advisory Solutions,  
Deutsche Bank AG, Germany

13.30	 Lunch and networking break

15.00	 PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

16.45	 Coffee and networking break

17.30	 PARALLEL Round Tables
    RT 3	 �Supply chain finance, so much more than a working capital tool
	� Bart Ras, Managing Director, Supply Chain Finance, EMEA, Citi, UK

    RT 4	 �Leveraging saving potentials in indirect procurement  
Dr. Johannes Fuhr, Head of Strategy & Corporate Development,  
HRS Hotel Reservation Services Robert Ragge GmbH, Germany

 

    RT 5	 �Transforming the procurement organization:  
Best practices to involve your procurement professionals  
in the change management process

	� Dr. Thomas Romeiser, Managing Partner, Drozak Consulting GmbH, Germany

18.30	 End of first summit day	

19.30	� Dinner and evening event hosted by Office Depot

First Summit Day
Thursday, 21st June 2012



15.00

16.00

15.45

SESSION 1
Mastering volatile markets 

Chaired by Kees Gerretse
Group Director Procurement and Transport,  
Tata Steel Group, UK

Understanding where the prices go: 
How to achieve forecast accuracy and a 
sound market knowledge 

Frank Thorsen
Group Purchasing Director, Findus Group, Sweden

Responding to the volatility and mitigat
ing risks in international supply chains

Atul Malhotra
Head of Purchasing & Member of Group Management, 
Georg Fischer Automotive AG, Switzerland

Fighting back from the crisis

Mark Adams, Vice President, Purchasing,  
Toyota Motor Europe N/V S/A, Belgium

Evolution of procurement : “Ambition 2015 
Achats” to move procurement to  
a greater level of influence

Fabien Krawczyk, Director – Ambition 2015 
Procurement Strategic Plan, Groupe La Poste, France

Changeover break

Making a difference: Partnering 
with suppliers to achieve company 
growth while simultaneously reducing 
environmental impacts

Dirk Jan de With 
Vice President Procurement Ingredients & Sustainability,  
Unilever Supply Chain Company AG, Switzerland

Beyond procurement: Strategies to grow 
the function’s contribution and maximize 
organizational impact ( Interactive Workshop )

Sammy Rashed, Global Head of Productivity Strategy and 
PMO, Novartis Pharma AG, Switzerland

SESSION 2
Fostering innovation and growth

Chaired by Martin Schreiner
Director Global Business Planning & Procurement,  
VISHAY Semiconductor GmbH, Austria

SESSION 3
Empowering the supply organization

Chaired by Jean-Luc Prache
Chief Procurement Officer, Veolia Transdev, France

PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS | FIRST SUMMIT DAY SUMMIT OVERVIEW

Changeover break Changeover break



08.00	 Networking breakfast

09.00	 PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

10.45	 Coffee and networking break

11.30	 PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

12.15	 Changeover to closing plenary

12.30	� KEY NOTE 
Daring to glimpse behind the scenes :  
How strong is the Chinese economy?

	� James Kynge, Editor China Confidential,  
The Financial Times Ltd., UK 

13.25	� Closing remarks and end of summit 
Professor Dr. Robert Fieten

	 Member of the Board, BME e.V., Germany

13.30 	 Farewell and networking lunch

Second Summit Day
Friday, 22nd June 2012

NETWORKING EVENTS

PRE-EVENT CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION
   

Wednesday, 20th June 2012 | 19.30 - 24.00 

Use this unique opportunity to get in touch with speakers 
and delegates even before the summit has started. We 
are happy to welcome you to an informal champagne 
reception within the exhibition area of EPE 2012.
Dress code: Business casual

We have created one and a half days packed with excellent speakers, inspiring case 
studies and thought-provoking round tables. Now, leverage the excellent networking 
events to maximize your advantages and make the most of your time at EPE 2012.

DINNER AND EVENING EVENT WITH 
FOOTBALL LOUNGE  Thursday, 21st June 2012 | 19.30 - 24.00 

Get together for an extraordinary evening event and 
dinner, as well as the quarter final of the European 
Football Championship. Use the opportunity to relax 
and unwind after a long day at the summit.
The evening event is hosted by Office Depot.

NETWORKING BREAKFAST AND  
FAREWELL LUNCH  Friday, 22nd June 2012 | 08.00 and 13.00 

Get a good start into the day and join us for a 
networking breakfast within the exhibition area of 
EPE 2012. Use the opportunity to follow up on the 
discussions of the previous evening. Later on, join us 
for lunch and a last get together at EPE 2012.



09.00

10.00

11.30

09.45

10.45

SESSION 4
Empowering supply chains

Chaired by Vincent Bilger
Director, Head of Procurement & Material Solutions 
Western Europe, Mediterranean & Latin America Regions, 
Bombardier Transportation, France

Procurement driven innovation:  
How Pirelli boosts innovation and 
growth with suppliers

Carlo Costa, Chief Purchasing Officer, Pirelli, Italy

Sourcing sustainable and resilient: 
Aligning SCM concepts with corporate 
culture to achieve superior performance

Daniel Helmig, Group Senior Vice President,  
Head of Supply Chain Management, ABB Asea Brown 
Boveri Ltd., Switzerland

From supplier relationship management 
to purchasing cooperations: Ensuring 
strategic supply within international 
supply chains

Ralf Kaplan, Director Corporate Raw Materials 
Purchasing, Schott AG, Germany

Procurement as main contributor  
to reduce net working capital

Peter Voigt, Cash Performance!, Clariant 
International Ltd., Switzerland

Turning procurement from a support 
function into a business value driver: 
Capturing cost savings and managing risks

Dr. Armin Knors, Head of Procurement, Bayer 
CropScience AG, Germany

Changeover break Changeover break Changeover break

Coffee and networking break Coffee and networking break Coffee and networking break

Why challenging markets require the 
close cooperation between finance and 
procurement to improve ROCE and to 
mitigate risks

Guido Bombelli, Senior Vice President Group 
Finance, adidas AG, Germany

Talent management in procurement: 
Influencing business performance with a 
highly skilled team

Torsten Dehner, Vice President Purchasing & 
Materials EMEA, AGCO International GmbH, Switzerland

Enabling procurement success through team 
bonding: How an international purchasing 
network helps to improve bottom line results

Andreas Flick, Head Strategy & Corporate Supplier,  
Bühler Management AG, Switzerland

Creating the right mix of people, tools and 
strategy to boost procurement’s contribution 
to continuing growth  

Danijel Banek, Executive Director for Central Purchasing, 
Atlantic Grupa, Croatia  

SESSION 5
Improving cash flow

Chaired by Prof. Dr. Robert Fieten
Member of the Board, BME e.V., Germany

SESSION 6
Enhancing procurement capabilities

Chaired by Marco Knuist
Senior Director Supply Chain Management,  
Inteva Products LLC, The Netherlands

PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS | Second SUMMIT DAY SUMMIT OVERVIEW



Enhance your market position

Partners



PARTNERS

Citigroup Global Markets 
Deutschland AG
Michael Rieskamp
Reuterweg 16
60323 Frankfurt am Main | Germany
Phone: +49 69 1366-1471
Fax: +49 69 1366-1295
michael.rieskamp@citi.com

Citi, one of the leading global financial services companies, has approximately 200 million customer 
accounts and does business in more than 160 countries and jurisdictions. Through its two major 
segments, Citicorp and Citi Holdings, it provides consumers, corporations, governments, and institutions 
with a broad range of financial products and services, including consumer banking and credit, corporate 
and investment banking, securities brokerage, transaction services, and wealth management.

BravoSolution GmbH
Dr. Christoph Streng
Biberger Straße 26
82008 Unterhaching bei München 
Germany
Phone: +49 89 55891688-0
Fax: +49 89 55891688-88
c.streng@bravosolution.com
www.bravosolution.de
www.bravosolution.com

BravoSolution offers leading software solutions and consulting services to fit the needs of today’s 
sophisticated supply management organizations. Our industry leading software solution supports the full 
supply management lifecycle across myriad industries and business models. More than 400 companies 
from 60 countries rely on our scalable technology and professional services. Operating in a network of 14 
offices, our team of 500 professionals delivers lean, targeted and tailored services and solutions dedicated 
to procurement consulting, e-sourcing, spend analysis, contract and supplier management.

Deutsche Bank AG
Alexander Mutter
Taunusanlage 12
60325 Frankfurt | Germany
Phone: +49 69 910 36141
Fax: +49 69 910 46930
alexander.mutter@db.com
www.db.com/gtb

The Trade Finance and Cash Management teams provide a combination of commercial banking products 
and services for corporates and financial institutions dealing with the management and processing of 
domestic and cross-border payments, professional risk mitigation for international trade and asset and 
liability management. Our customers are supported in their domestic, regional and global trade finance 
and cash management programs through Deutsche Bank’s extensive global network of offices.



PARTNERS

HRS - HOTEL RESERVATION SERVICE
Robert Ragge GmbH
Axel Goldau
Blaubach 32
50676 Köln | Germany
Phone: +49 221 2077-5660
axel.goldau@hrs.de
www.hrs.de

Drozak Consulting GmbH
Barbara Scholz, MA, Director 
Marketing Communications
Leibnizstraße 53
10629 Berlin | Germany
Phone: +49 30 306733-0
Fax: +49 30 306733-20
barbara.scholz@drozak.com
www.drozak.com

HRS operates a worldwide hotel portal for private and business travellers based on a database of more than 
250,000 hotels across all categories in 180 countries and has an average of ten million users each month. 
The company has the largest selection of hotels worldwide with tens of thousands of independent hotels and 
hundreds of hotel chains. HRS has the right hotel for every occasion, whether for a business trip, city break, 
spa hotel or beach holiday.

Together with our globally based team of experts and our clients, we work out the best solution to move 
things forward to the client´s ultimate goal. Pragmatic strategies, high expertise, and persistence in pursuing 
the goal: That´s our approach which is based on the three pillars of integrity, practicability and sustainability 
when it comes to solutions in the purchasing, logistics and product development. Hundreds of accomplished 
purchasing projects ranging from organisation to skills management over strategy to negotiation are the 
proof of our comprehensive expertise.

IMPERIAL Logistics  
International B.V. & Co. KG
Thomas Hüttemann
Kasteelstraße 2
47119 Duisburg | Germany
Phone: +49 203 8005-0
Fax: +49 203 8005-284
imperial@imperial-international.com
www.imperial-international.com

As a one hundred percent subsidiary of the South African IMPERIAL Holdings Limited, IMPERIAL Logistics 
International B.V. & Co. KG is responsible for the coordination and control of all international logistics 
business of the IMPERIAL Holdings Group outside Africa. The Group also includes the five leading logistics 
companies IMPERIAL Shipping Group, LEHNKERING, Panopa, neska and Brouwer along with their subsidiaries 
and associated companies that, within the Group, enable the provision of a complete and broad range of 
services for global logistics business. With 6,200 employees, IMPERIAL Logistics International Group has a 
EUR 1.4 billion turnover in 120 locations worldwide.



HOST

EXHIBITOR

Office Depot Corporate
6600 North Military Trail
Boca Raton, FL 33496 | USA
www.officedepot.com
Office Depot EMEA
Columbusweg 33
5928 LA Venlo | The Netherlands
www.officedepot.eu

h&z Unternehmensberatung AG
Jochen Schmid
Neuturmstraße 5
80331 Munich | Germany
Phone: + 49 89 24 29 69-825
Fax: +49 89 24 29 69-99
jochen.schmid@huz.de
www.huz.de

Every day, Office Depot is ’Taking Care of Business’ for millions of customers around the globe. For the 
local corner store as well as Fortune 500 companies, Office Depot provides products and services to its 
customers and is uniquely positioned within the office supplies industry driving down the cost of running your 
business. The key differentiators Office Depot is proud to convey ensuring both significant product & process 
cost savings with “Economic Office” and guarantees measurable success through flexible adaption to the 
customer’s conditions. The company provides more office products and services to more customers in more 
countries than any other company, and rapidly expanding its global footprint currently sells to customers 
directly or through affiliates in 58 countries.

h&z is an internationally operating management consulting firm specializing in business transformation. Our 
expertise lies in business excellence, procurement and supply chain, production and technology, sales and 
growth, as well as financial services. Since 1997 we have been using our „head, heart and hand“ philosophy 
to successfully support clients in large and medium-sized companies within the industrial and financial service 
sectors. We are located in Munich, Dusseldorf, Paris, Vienna and Zurich.
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price

who 
should 
attend

1.495 €
•	 Participation in EPE 2012
•	 Summit documents (download)
•	 Pre-event reception, evening event
•	 Breakfast, lunch and refreshments
•	 For bookings received by 1st May 2012:
	 Free accommodation at the summit hotel from 
	 21st – 22nd June 2012.*

Executives and senior management from procure-
ment, operations, finance, supply management and 
all related departments. Especially CPOs, COOs, 
CSCOs, CFOs, Senior Vice Presidents, Vice Presi-
dents and Directors in before mentioned depart-
ments. Solution providers/others are welcome to be 
a sponsoring partner of the event.**

* Offer valid for qualified executives only. BME reserves the right to qualify 
your registration before granting this offer.

** Any solution/service provider to manufacturers and retailers – 3PLs, 
consultants, or any third-party vendors that partner with or provide services 
to manufacturers and retailers – are only admitted as partners of the event. 
We will be happy to discuss your individual package with you.

what

when

where

EPE 2012 
European Procurement Excellence
For more detailed information on presentations,  
round tables and speakers please visit www.bme-epe.com

Thursday, 21st June – Friday, 22nd June 2012

Hotel Sofitel Munich Bayerpost
Bayerstrasse 12 | 80335 Munich | GERMANY
Phone: 	 +49 89 59948-0
Fax:	 +49 89 59948-1000
Email:	 h5413@sofitel.com
	 Please refer to BME e.V. 2012

INFORMATIONFacts
What | When | Where



REGISTRATION FORM

Please complete with contact details

Last Name, First Name:	

Company:	

Position, Division:	

Phone, Fax:	

Email:	

Street or P.O. Box:	

Postal/ZIP Code, City, Country:	

Date, Signature:

Yes, I would like to register for EPE 2012.*
Be smart, register before 1st May 2012 – and get one night’s accommodation at the summit hotel 
from 21st – 22nd June 2012 for free.**

Yes, I am a solution/service provider. Please contact me concerning my possibilities to participate in EPE 2012.***

*     �Please note that a service fee of 150,- € will be charged for cancellations made before 21st May 2012. The total registration fee will be payable for cancellations made at any time after that date. A substitute participant may be named at 
any time. A limited number of hotel rooms have been reserved for the delegates at a special rate which is available until 31st May 2012. Though it might be worth to check with your own travel agency first.

**   �Offer valid for qualified executives only. BME reserves the right to qualify your registration before granting this offer.

*** �Any solution/service provider to manufacturers and retailers – 3PLs, consultants, or any third-party vendors that partner with or provide services to manufacturers and retailers – are only admitted as partners of the event. We will be 
happy to discuss your individual package with you.



ContacTs
BME | EPE

INFORMATION

Natalie Popoola
Summit Manager

Phone: +49 69 30838-215
Email: natalie.popoola@bme.de

Roland Knoor
Sponsoring Partners

Phone: +49 69 30838-112
Email: roland.knoor@bme.de

BME e.V.
Bolongarostrasse 82
65929 Frankfurt | GERMANY
www.bme-epe.com

Christoph Kunz
Sponsoring Partners

Phone: +49 69 30838-105
Email: christoph.kunz@bme.de

Kerstin Schmitt
Marketing Director

Phone: +49 69 30838-222
Email: kerstin.schmitt@bme.de



www.bme-epe.com

 


